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New  Eigures  on  Meat 

Noteworthy  recent  developments  in  the  meat  situation  have  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  beef  supply  and  a  decrease  in  pork  production.     During  the 
last  five  years  beef  supplies  have  risen  steadily  each  year.    In  1925  the 
total  beef  production  was  almost  exactly  one  billion  pounds  larger  than  the 
total  for  1921.    The  enormous  pork  production  in  1923  and  in  1924  fell  off 
more  than  one  billion  pounds  last  year.    This  means  that  upward  of  ten  million 
fewer  hogs  were  slaughtered  in  1925  than  in  either  1923  or  1924.    However,  the 
present  size  of  farming  and  meat-packing  industries  of  the  United  States  may 
be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the  number  slaughtered  in  1925  exceeded  any  year 
in  history  excepting  only  the  two  years  above  ncted0 

Studies  Problems  of  Emits  and  Vegetable  Cooperatives, 

Managers  of  cooperative  associations  that  market  fruits  and  vegetables 
have  reported  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  that  insufficient  business  is 
their  greatest  handicap  in  achieving  success*    Other  difficulties  emphasized 
by  these  managers  are  "too  many  varieties"  and  "lack  of  grade  standards." 

Cooperative  Livestock  Shipping  Associations  Expand  Rapidly 

There  are  now  from  4,000  to  5,000  cooperative  livestock  shipping 
associations  in  the  United  States,  according  to  the  latest  figures  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture*    Rapid  development  has  occurred  in  the  past  11  or 
12  years.    Particularly  during  the  past  8  years.    The  department  says  that  the 
movement  must  be  recognized  as  a  factor  of  permanent  and  growing  importance  in 
the  marketing  of  livestock 

goadslde  Planting  Best  Done  by  Community  Effort 

Suitable  tree  planting  along  public  highways,  which  greatly  enhances 
their  appearance  and  comfort,  is  most  satisfactorily  done  by  the  community  as 
a  whole  rather  than  by  individuals,  says  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Inter- 
est in  country  hi^iways  in  the  United  States  has  increased  rapidly  during 
the  last  few  years.    The  greater  interest  in  rural  raads  is  due  largely  to  the 
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growing  automobile  traffic,  a  large  part  of  which  is  pleasure  driving  in  which 
the  most  "beautiful  routes  are  naturally  sought 0 

Clover  Seed  Denied  Entry 

Baring  &ix  months  13  out  of  54  import  shipments  of  crimson-clover  seed 
arriving  at  United  States  ports  of  entry  were  refused  admission  under  the  Eeder 
al  seed  act.    Entry  was  denied  on  account  of  low  germination.    A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  seeds  gave  "broken  sprouts  when  tested  on  absorbent  paper  in  germin- 
ation chambers,  and  such  seeds  do  not  produce  seedlings  when  tested  in  soil  and 

are /no  value  for  seeding  purposes, 
of 

House-Wrecking  Ants  Cause  Damage  to  Many  Buildings 

Buildings  and  homes  all  over  the  country  are  being  torn  down  in  the 
very  presence  of  their  inhabitants  who  often  are  unaware  of  the  fact.  New 
houses  as  well  as  old,  concrete  buildings  as  well  as  frame  structures,  are 
slowly  but  surely  crumbling  on  their  foundations*    All  this  wanton  destruction 
is  the  work  of  a  small  white  ant,  ghost- like  in  its  whiteness  and  mysterious 
ways,  but  very  worldly  in  its  wood-destroying  activities.    It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  the  damage  done  by  this  native  insect,  or  termite  as  it  is  called 
by  entomologists.    Actual  repair  bills  resulting  from  termite  damage  amount 
to  millions  of  dollars  annually,  says  T.  E,  Snyder,  entomologist  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.    A  simple  precaution  in  constructing  the  building 
would  have  prevented  the  possibility  of  attack  by  the  ants.    If  the  ants  can 
be  kept  from  reaching  woodwork  from  the  ground  they  can  not  survive  in  the 
building.    They  need  a  continuous  contact  with  the  soil  as  a  source  of  water 
supply  in  order  to  carry  on  their  burrowing  work  in  the  wood  of  the  building, 
It  is  a  simple  matter  to  so  insulate  a  building  that  this  water  supply  will 
be  cut  off* 

Carload  of  Hogs  Cooled  with  60  Cents  Worth  of  Ice 

During  the  hot  weather  of  early  July  a  representative  of  the  Packers 
and  Stockyards  Administration,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  check- 
ed off  a  train  load  of  stock  as  it  arrived  in  Chicago  to  see  whether  or  not 
any  of  the  cars  of  hogs  had  been  protected  against  the  extreme  heat.    One  car 
of  protected  hogs  was  reported.    Suspended  from  the  roof  of  this  car  were  four 
ganny  sacks  containing  ice.    Each  had  been  filled  when  the  car  left  Beloit, 
Wis,,  and  the  150  pounds  of  ice  cost  but  60  cents.    Every  hog  that  walked  out 
from  the  car  seemed  cool,  although  the  temperature  in  Chicago  at  the  time  of 
unloading  was  90°  E, 
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Swine  Sanitation  Pays  Well 

Swine  owners  who  cleaned  and  disinfected  farrowing  pens,  washed  sdWs 
"before  putting  them  into  the  pens  and  in  addition  put  their  pigs  on  fresh 
pastures  during  the  suckling  period  raised  an  average  of  S  pigs  per  litter. 
An  increase  of  three  pigs  per  litter  was  the  net  gain  from  practicing  the 
complete  sanitation  methods  advocated. 

Avoid  Cholera  Infested  Hog  Yards 

If  hog  cholera  "breaks  out  in  the  neighborhood,  farmers  whose  hogs  are 
not  affected  should  maintain  a  strict  quarantine  against  the  infected  herds. 
It  is  important  that  they  refrain  from  visiting  farms  where  the  diseased 
hogs  are  located.    They  should  also  insist  that  their  neighbors  stay  out  of 
their  hog  lots,  since  the  hog-cholera  virus  may  he  carried  on  the  shoes  of 
humans.    The  infection  may  be  carried  from  farm  to  farm  by  moving  animals 
such  as  dogs  or  "by  movable  objects  such  as  farm  implements.    Therefore,  the 
spreading  of  the  disease  should  he  guarded  against  as  far  as  possible.  The 
most  dependable  precautionary  measure  against  the  disease,  however,  is 
"immunization  of  the  herd  with  an tihog- cholera  serum. 
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Release  week  of  September  13,  1926. 
Modern  Hog-Lo t__Equipmunt  Described  in  New  U,  S.  Bulletin 

Earners,  particularly  in  the  principal  corn-growing  States,  have 
recognized  for  many  years  that  hog  raising  is  one  of  the  quickest  and  surest 
ways  to  market  their  crops.     Success  in  this  enterprise  depends  in  large 
measure  upon  proper  management  and  suitable  equipment,  according  to  a  new 
Farmers'  Bulletin  number  "Hog-Lot  Equipment,11  is  the  title  of  the 

bulletin.     The  new  publication  contains  numerous  other  suggestions  as  to 
troughs,  —  feeding  floors  or  platforms,  —  self-feeders,  —  hay  feeders,  — 
shades,  —  oilers  and  dipping  vats,  —  wallows,  —  breeding  and  shipping  crates,  - 
loading  chutes,  --  scales,  —  record  books,  —  and  other  equipment.    A  copy  of 
the  bulletin  may  be  obtained  free,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts,  by  writing  to 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Milling  Qualities  of  wheat  Compared  by  Department 

That  hard,  vitreous  kernels  of  wheat  have  superior  qualities  for  bread  ■ 
making  when  compared  with  the  starchy  grains  of  the  same  class  of  wheat  is  in- 
dicated in  a  series  of  tests  recently  made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
wheats  containing  a  high  percentage  of  hard  kernels  usually  command  a  premium 
over  the  price  paid  for  the  yellower  and  more  starchy  appearing  wheats  of  the 
same  class.    Judged  from  the  standpoint  of  these  averages,  it  would  appear  that 
the  dark  kernels  are  decidedly  superior  to  the  other  types  of  kernels  and  that 
the  starchy  kernels  are  just  as  decidedly  inferior-     Complete  details  concern- 
ing the  tests  and  results  are  given  in  Department  Bulletin  No,  1420-D,  copies 
of  which  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C» 

New  Quarantine  for  White  Pine  Blister  Rust 

a  new  quarantine  measure  involving  the  entire  Continental  United  States 
on  account  of  the  white  pine  blister  rust  disease  has  been  signed  by  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.     This  quarantine  which  goes  into  effect  October  1,1926 
prohibits  or  restricts  the  movement  of  five-leafed  (or  white)  pines  and  currant 
and  gooseberry  plants  from  any  State,  including  the  District  of  Columbia, 
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Little  Change  in  karket  Conditions  for  1927  wheat  Crop  seen  by  Department 

.American  wheat  will  remain  on  a  world  market  basis  in  1927  according 
to  present  indications,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  states  in  its  report 
on  the  outlook  for  winter  wheat  in  1926-1927.     It  docs  not  seem  likely  that 
the  world  market  situation  for  wheat  next  year  will  be  materially  different 
from  the  present.     There  is  little  indication  of  any  material  expansion  in 
acreage  outside  the  United  States  and  the  carryover  next  July  is  not  likely 
to  bo  large.     Barring  unusually  high  yields  such  as  occurred  in  1915  and  1923, 
foreign  competition  will  probably  be  about  on  a  par  with  the  present  year.  If 
American  farmers  carry  out  their  intentions  to  increase  winter  wheat  14.4  per 
cent  as  indicated  by  reports  received  on  August  first,  and  abandonment  and 
yields  arc  average,  a  winter  wheat  crop  of  around  573,000,000  bushels  would  be 
produced,  according  to  the  department.     This  would  be  about  nine  per  cent  less 
than  that  harvested,  in  1926.     in  planning  production,  the  department  says 
farmers  should  consider  also  what  producers  in  competing  countries  are  doing. 
European  countries  have  regained  about  half  the  acreage  of  wheat  lost  during 
the  war,  the  area  has  increased  but  little  in  the  past  three  years,  and  there 
is  no  definite  indications  of  any  considerable  expansion  in  the  next  year, 
with  average  yields,  therefore,  foreign  competition  probably  will  be  maintained 
and  may  be  slightly  increased. 

Crop  Growth  Shows  Slow  Progress 

Crop  growth  has  made  slow  progress  under  adverse  weather  conditions 
this  season,  but  the  favorable  outlook  for  the  livestock  industries  coupled 
with  a  prospect  of  fairly  well  balanced  food  and  feed  crop  production  appear 
to  offer  encouraging  evidence  for  the  agricultural  outcome  this  year,  says 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  its  September  report  on  the  farm  situation. 
The  weather,  which  always  dominates  the  crop  situation,  has  been  remarkably 
"perverse"  this  season.  •  Two  months  ago  when  the  crops  were  getting  started 
and  rain  was  badly  needed,  most  of  the  country  was  unduly  dry.    During  the 
past  three  weeks,  with  haying  and  early  harvest  going  forward  and  sunshine 
essential,  there  has  been  rain  most  of  the  time  over  much  of  the  country,  •.• 
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Water  Before  Dairy  Cows  at  All  Times  Increases  Production 

Experiments  conducted  at  the  Federal  d-niry  farm  at  Beltsville,  Md. ,  on 
the  drinking  habits  of  dairy  cows  indicate  that  a  greater  quantity  of  water 
will  he  utilized  when  availahle  at  all  times  than  when  offered  but  once  a  day. 
Cows  watered  but  once  a  day  not  only  drank  less  but  also  produced  less  milk 
than  when  watered  at  will  from  watering  cups.     Cows  watered  twice  a  day  drank 
as  much  as  when  watered  at  will,  but  did  not  produce  so  much  milk.- 

Purebred  Beef  Bulls  Improve  Common-Cow  Offspring  by  $20. 

A  great  preventable  loss  in  American  animal  production  is  in  the  low 
quality  of  the  sires  used,  says  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
In  no  other  phase  of  animal  husbandry  is  it  possible  to  make  su,ch  direct,  such 
marked,  and  such  profitable  improvement  at  such  slight  cost  as  in  the  use  of 
superior  purebred  sires.     Records  of  the  beef-cattle  breeding  ?/ork  at  Sni-a-Bar 
Farms,  Jackson  County,  Mo.,  furnish  examples  of  the  value  of  a  good  bull.  Com- 
mon cows  in  calf  to  common  bulls  were  purchased  as  foundation  stock  for  the 
demonstration  farm.     These  cows  were  later  bred  to  purebred  beef  bulls.  The 
first-cross  steers  brought  $2  a  hundredweight  more  than  the  common  steers. 

Shredded  Oiled  Paper  Cuts  Apple  Scald  in  Barrel  Pack 

The  method  of  controlling  apple  scald  in  boxed  apples  by  wrapping  the 
fruit  in  oiled  paper,  as  developed  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, has  proved  so  satisfactory  that  a  modification  of  the  method  is  being 
tested  for  barreled  apples.     Wheil  the  barrel  pack  is  used  it  is  impracticable 
to  wrap  each  apple,  but  satisfactory  results  can  be  obtained  by  scattering 
throughout  the  pack  a  quantity  of  shredded  oiled  paper.     The  department  has 
tested  the  efficacy  of  the  modified  method  in  a  commercial  way  for  three  seasons 
and  reports  that  when  properly  distributed  in  the  barrel  or  other  package, 
shredded  oil  paper  has  proved  highly  efficient  in  the  control  of  the  disease. 

100  Stations  to  Broadcast  Department  of  Agriculture  Programs 

Approximately  100  effective  broadcasting  stations,  representing  every 
section  of  the  country,  will  lend  their  facilities  regularly  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,   starting  October  4,  it  is  announced  by  the 
Radio  Service.     The  new  government  farm  programs,  which  cover  a  wide  scope  of 
interest,  are  to  be  brief  digests  of  the  most  timely,  pertinent  facts  woven 
into  story  form,  carefully  adapted  to  radio  presentation. 
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Avoid  Sweet  Potato  Diseases  by..  Selecting  Seed  in  Fall 

Sweet-potato  seed  should  be  selected  in  the  field  at  harvest  time,  says 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     Selecting  the  seed  at  this  time 
will  enable  the  grower  to  note  the  yield  per  hill,  the  relative  size  and  shape 
of  the  potatoes,  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  disease.     Only  medium-sized 
well-shaped  potatoes  from  productive  hills  free  of  disease  should  be  saved 
for  seed. 

Eradication  of  Chiggers  in  Summer  Camps, 

During  the  past  few  months  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  has  continued  its 
experiments  to  determine  satisfactory  means  of  eradicating  chiggers  from  camp 
sites,  and  Dr.  H.  E.  Ewing,  one  of  the  Bureau  specialists,  has  spent  much 
time  in  this  work.     From  the  results  it  seems  certain  that  permanent  eradica- 
tion of  these  annoying  pests  can  be  accomplished. 

Perverse  Weather  _Held  Back  Crops 

As  a  general  rule  the  country  over,  crops  have  made  slow  progress  this 
season,  this  largely  on  account  of  unfavorable  weather,  it  being  either  very 
dry  or  excessively  wet  at  critical  periods;  but  the  prospect  for  livestock, 
coupled  with  an  outlook  for  a  fairly  well  balanced  production  of  food  and 
feed  crops,  is  favorable,  says  the  department's  report  on  the  farm  situation. 

Winter  Stores  for  Bees 

When  honey  in  the  hive  is  not  of  the  best  nuality,  it  is  unsafe  for 
winter  stores  in  any  place  where  the  bees  do  not  have  frequent  flights  during 
the  winter,  viz,  almost  every  week.     In  the  North,  about  10  or  12  pounds  of 
sirup  made  from  two  parts  granulated  sugar  to  one  part  water  should  be  fed  as 
soon  as  the  bees  have  ceased  brood  rearing,  as  an  insurance  against  the  danger 
of  poor  honey.     It  is  wiser,  however,  to  have  an  upper  story  or  "food  chamber" 
already  filled  with  the  finest  honey  of  the  season,  ready  to  place  just  above 
the  brood  chamber  when  the  section  supers  or  other  surplus  arrangements  are 
removed.     This  will  do  away  with  the  need  of  fall  or  spring  feeding. 
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Covered  Barnyard  or  Open  Shed  for  the  Dairy  Herd 

The  open  shed  or  covered  barnyard  is  a  practical  method  of  housing 
dairy  cows.     It  provides  the  best  known  method  of  saving  and  preserving  all 
the  fertilizing  constituents  of  the  manure;  it  permits  the  feeding  under 
shelter  of  roughage  and  makes  possible  its  utilization  for  bedding;  when  there 
is  plenty  of  bedding,  cows  so  housed  keep  cleaner  than  those  confined  in  stan- 
chions.    These  are  the  principal  points  in  favor  of  the  open-shed  system,  says 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Scrub  Bull  has  Court  Record 

Scrub-bull  trials,  as  a  means  of  creating  interest  in  improved  live- 
stock, have  acquired  many  diversified  features,  according  to  reports  received 
by  the  department.     Such  a  trial,  recently  held  in  Portage  County,  Wis.,  as 
described  by  County  Agent  H.  R.  Noble,  attracted  an  attendance  of  3,500  persons. 
The  trial  occurred  in  connection  with  a  dairy  field  day,  a  dairy  bull  being 
the  prisoner  before  the  bar.     The  judge  pronounced  the  verdict  of  "guilty" 
following  the  presentation  of  evidence  in  which  purebred  and  scrub  sires  were 
compared. 
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Mature  Apples  Best  Keepers  in  Common  or  Cold  Storage 

From  the  results  of  numerous    investigations,  it  seems  fairly  certain 
that  a  great  many  apples  grown  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  United  States 
are  picked  too  early  to  obtain  best  results  in  either  common  or  cold  storage, 
says  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  general,  apples  for  cold  storage  should 
not  be  picked  before  they  show  a  decided  yellow  cast  in  the  ground  color  or  un- 
til they  are  beginning  to  loosen  on  the  tree.     An  equally  firm  fruit  of  better 
color  and  flavor  and  with  less  tendency  to  scald  will  be  obtained  from  later 
picking  than  from  that  now  generally  practiced.     In  common  storage  late  picking 
will  give  not  only  better-flavored  fruit  but  also  fruit  in  firmer  condition 
throughout  the  storage  period.     Apples  soften  much  faster  in  common  storage 
or  if  packed  and  held  in  the  orchard  than  while  remaining  on  the  trees.  For 
best  results  in  common  storage,  there,  the  picking  of  most  varieties  should  be 
delayed  as  long  as  the  fruit  is  holding  on  the  tree  fairly  well  or  until  there 
is  danger  of  freezing.     Exceptions  should  be  made  of  the  Jonathan  when  grown 
under  long-growing  season  conditions.     Late  picking  of  good  common  storage 
varieties  results  in  a  firmer  and  higher  quality  of  fruit  in  storage.  Apples 
for  cold  storage  also  should  be  fairly  well  matured  when  they  are  picked,  both 
to  obtain  highest  quality  and  appearance  and  to  reduce  the  occurrence  of  storage 
scald.     The  development  of  scald  can  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  use  of  oiled 
paper,  but  the  control  will  be  more  effective,  particularly  in  barreled  apples, 
if  the  fruit  is  well  matured  when  picked.     Data  gathered  in  the  tests  show  that 
fairly  late  picking  does  not  result  in  more  rapid  softening  in  fruit  held  at 
32  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

Yields  per  Acre  on  U.  S.  Farms  Increase  Greatly  in  kO  Years 

In  spite  of  a  common  belief  to  the  contrary,  crop  yields  per  acre  on 
farms  in  the  United  States  have  been  rising  steadily  in  the  last  U-0  years. 
Since  1885  the  average  yield  per  acre  of  corn  has  increased  18  per  cent,  wheat 
17  per  cent,  oats  ik  per  cent,  and  potatoes  39  per  cent.     In  the  same  period 
the  combined  acreage  of  corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  potatoes  has  increased  about  52 
per  cent,  and  the  total  quantity  of  production  of  these  crops  has  increased  12 
per  cent.     Most  of  the  increases  in  yields  per  acre  have  occurred  in  the  older 
regions  east  of  the  Mississippi,  which  is  contrary  to  an  erroneous  idea  that  the 
farm  lands  in  the  longer-settled  parts  of  the  country  have  become  worn  out. 
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U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture  Chemists  Use  Dust  to  Run  Gas  Motor 


They  took  an  old  Fori  automobile  motor  and  mounted  it  on  a  stout  wooden 
bed.     They  cranked  it  with  an  electric  motor.     Into  the  cylinders  they  fed  an 
explosive  air  suspension  of  ordinary  grocery  cornstarch,  like  that  the  cook 
makes  pudding  of  —  and  it  ran.     It  ran  on  the  power  that  blows  grain  mills  to 
pieces  when  dust  explosions  occur  in  them.     The  engine  has  not  run  perfectly  yet, 
if  in  f-!ct  it  has  run  at  all,  but,  since  February,  thousands  of  power  explosions 
have  t^ken  place  in  its  cylinders,  each  explosion  turning  the  motor  over,  and  one 
time  as  many  as  12  explosions  occurred  in  succession.     The  experiments  with  the 
dust  engine  have  been  so  successful  that  those  in  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  who  are 
conducting  and  observing  them  believe  that  an  internal-combustion  engine  can  be 
devised  to  run  on  the  carbonaceous  dusts  that  destroy  mills  and  on  dusts  made  of 
other  vegetable  materials  that  would  otherwise  go  to  wase.     The  experiments  h-ve 
been  conducted  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Increased  German  Demand  for  Certain  U.  S.  Farm  Products 

Increased  German  demand  for  hard,  bread-making  wheat  and  the  higher  grades 
of  American  cotton,  but  with  little  likelihood  of  an  immediate  increase  in  demand 
for  foreign  pork,  dairy  products,  and  meats,  are  reported  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture/   "Europeans',  generally,  11  the  report  states,   "are  eating  wheat  bread, 
as  contrasted  with  poor  quality  war  bread  and  pre-war  rye  bread.    Germany  is  un- 
able for  climatic  reasons  to  produce  hard,  glutinous  wheat,  with  the  result  that 
an  increasing  demand  for  this  quality  of  grain  from  the  United  States  may  be  ex- 
pected.    Cotton  goods  production  is  developing  along  the  line  of  higher  quality 
fabrics,   so  that  an  increasing  demand  for  American  cotton  of  the  higher  grades 
also  may  be  looked  for." 

Test  Methods  of  Curing  Alfalfa 

Extensive  tests  by  the  department  indicate  that  there  is  nothing  to  the 
theory  popularly  held  that  the  leaves  pump  the  moisture  out  of  cut, hay  plants 
and  thus  perform  an  important  mechanical  function  in  the  curing  process.     It  is 
partly  because  of  this  theory  th<at  curing  of  hay  in  the  windrow  has  been  practiced, 
but  the  results  of  these  experiments  indicate  that  the  value  of  curing  hay  in 
windrows  lies  in  something  else  other  than  moisture  pumping  by  the  leaves.  In 
the  experiments,  with  limited  quantities  of  plant  material,  the  hay  cured  as 
rapidly  with  the  leaves  off  as  it  did  with  them  on.     In  every  case  where  the 
leaves  were  removed  from  the  cut  alfalfa  plants,  the  alfalfa  dried  out  more  rapid- 
ly than  it  did  when  the  leaves  were. left  on,  but  the  difference  was  not  great. 
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Cattle  Testing  Speeded, Up 


A.  current  report  of  progress  in  tuberculosis  eradication  just  issued  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cattle  teste',  monthly  compared  with  similar  reports  early  in  the  year.     The  total 
waiting  list  of  cattle  to  be  tested,  the  report  shows  also,  is  gradually  on  the 
lecline,  being  about  half  a  million  cattle  less  than  six  months  ago.     This  is  be- 
cause of  the  greater  colume  of  tuberculin  testing,  rather  than  any  decline  in  the 
number  of  livestock  owners  desiring  to  cooocrate  in  the  work.     The  number  of 
modified  accredited  counties  —  meaning  counties  which  hove  reduced  the  extent 
of  bovine  tuberculosis  to  not  more  than  one-half  of  1  per  cent  —  was  210  on 
August  1,  which  is  more  than  double  the  number  a  year  ago. 

New  Bulletin  on  Apples 

Changes  that  take  place  in  apples  before  picking  and  during  storage  and 
much  information  on  the  handling  of  apples  has  just  been  made  available  in 
bulletin  form  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


